
WEST BROMWICH ALBION SUPPORTERS’ CLUB (MANCHESTER BRANCH)

CONSTITUTION for the 2009/10 SEASON

1. The Club is to be known as West Bromwich Albion Supporters’ Club (Manchester Branch).

2. The object of the Club is to promote interest in, support of, and the well-being of West Bromwich Albion Football Club.

3. The Club is affiliated to the Main Branch of West Bromwich Albion Supporters’ Club.  This means that members are entitled to take part in any activity staged by any other affiliated branch, and also entitles the Manchester Branch to vote for a Player of the Year.  To this end, the Branch pays £1 of each member’s annual membership fee to the Main Branch.  Each member’s affiliation to the Main Branch expires on 31st May each year.

4. Membership is unconditionally open to all applicants, except in the case of previously dismissed members who will only be re-admitted at the discretion of the Committee.

5. The Committee shall be comprised of the following seven officers:
Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Secretary, Ticket Co-ordinator, Social Secretary, and Newsletter Editor.
Any combination of these posts may be held by any one person.

6. Each of the above officers is to be elected annually at the Annual General Meeting (AGM) which is to be held on the last Thursday in September each year. During this meeting, the following will be required:

· Chairman’s ‘Review of the Year’ report

· Treasurer’s annual financial report (up to June 30th of that year)

· Review of General Rules and Constitution (see rule 7 below)

· Re-election of officers of the Committee.

7. Any proposed changes to the General Rules or Constitution will be considered at the AGM, provided that the said changes are proposed by a current member of the Club.  Any such proposal must be in the Secretary’s possession, in writing, at least 21 days before the meeting.  The Secretary shall invite postal votes by notifying the membership in writing at least 14 days before the date of the meeting; each member may cast one vote, either in writing or in person at the meeting.  "Writing", for this purpose, includes email.  Postal votes must be in the Secretary's possession no later than mid-day on the day of the meeting.

8. The Chairman may call an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) if the Committee considers that a proposed change to the General Rules or Constitution must be voted on before the September AGM.  The rules for inviting, accepting, and voting on proposals are the same as those stated in rule 7 above for an AGM.

9. Any change to the Constitution or General Rules shall be accepted if and only if a majority of those members who cast a vote (at the AGM or an EGM, or by postal votes according to the procedure set out in rule 7 above) are in favour.

10. The Committee is responsible for making policy decisions on behalf of the Club. A quorum for meetings of the Committee shall be three officers, with the Chairman having the casting vote where necessary.

11. The decision of the officers of the Committee shall be final in all complaints and disputes.

GENERAL RULES for the 2009/10 SEASON

1. The annual membership fee shall be £10 for waged members, £5 for unwaged and long-distance members, and £2.50 for juniors.  A junior member is any member who was or will be under 16 years of age on the date of the AGM for the season to which membership applies.  A long-distance member is any member who permanently lives 50 miles or more from Manchester at the time of applying for membership. 

2. In the event that any member displays undesirable behaviour whilst involved in any Club activity (including attending a match in the company of other Club members), that member shall be either warned, verbally or by letter, or both, or instantly dismissed. This disciplinary action is at the total discretion of the Committee and shall be enforced by the Membership Secretary.

3. Any application to join the Club for the first time is officially accepted when and only when the Membership Secretary has accepted from the applicant the appropriate annual membership fee and a completed, signed membership application form on paper.   This also applies to applicants who have been members of the Club previously but whose membership has expired.

4. Membership must be renewed annually, and (if not renewed) expires at midday on the day of the AGM of the season after the one to which membership applies.  The Membership Secretary shall send out renewal invitations in July each year, and renewal applications are accepted from that time up until midday on the day of the following AGM (that is, 2 or 3 months later). Anyone who has not renewed within this period will have to reapply for new membership.  
Unlike applications for new membership, membership renewal applications can be accepted in electronic (rather than paper) form, if the applicant prefers.  Membership renewal applications will be sent out electronically to those members who have provided an email address, unless the member has indicated that he or she prefers to receive them on paper.

Renewed membership takes effect when and only when the Membership Secretary has accepted from the applicant the appropriate annual membership fee and a completed application form.  

5. All members agree to abide by the General Rules and Constitution of the Club.

6. No member shall commit the Club to any financial liability without the prior agreement of the Commitee.  Members shall submit proposals for such commitment to the Treasurer who, provided he or she supports the proposal, shall submit it to the Committee for consideration.

7. Any ex-member who attends any event staged by the Club (such as guest meetings) will be expected to rejoin by paying the appropriate annual membership fee for that whole season.

8. Honorary membership can be bestowed by the Committee, annually or for life.

9. All tickets ordered by a member via the ticket co-ordinator must be paid for without fail, even if the member ordering the ticket(s) is unable to attend the match concerned for any reason.

10. Any member who wishes to use the service provided by the branch, to purchase match tickets on his or her behalf, should make payment for each ticket prior to the game to which it applies.  Any payment that has not been made within a period of 7 days after the game will be deemed to be in serious arrears; this could result in suspension of the service to the member concerned, and possibly termination of membership.
Signed and dated by the Committee members in post on 1st October 2009:

	Chairman and Newsletter Editor
	Haydn Thompson
	
	

	Secretary and Social Secretary
	Carl Barrett
	
	

	Treasurer, Membership Secre-tary, and Ticket Co-ordinator
	Ade Brandwood
	
	


